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TEXT to the love of God, and ne- 
ceſſarily flowing from it, is the love 


of our Neighbor; which, when fixed 
as a principle in the heart, dictates an uni- 


verſal rule of conduct to this purpoſe: 


* Render to all their dues,” 


By your Neighbor, is to be und erſtood < 
the perſon with whom you have any thing 
to do: and therefore you ought to be as 
fair and open in tranſactions with a man 
424 h 
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who lives an hundred miles off, as with one 


at next door. And in caſe of juſt demands, 
if he whom you never ſaw has any to make 
on you, and makes them by a third hand 


this circumſtance cannot leſſen your obliga- 


tion to diſcharge them. 


On what principle then do you act, when 


you defraud the King of the tribute which 


is his due, by procuring what are called 


Rux-Gooos : the tribute, I ſay, which in 


effect he demands of you, by appointing 


Officers to prevent your buying certain ar- 
ticles for which Cuſtom hath not been paid? 


Wedded to this licentious practice, you 
may not like to hear it condemned ; bur, 
as your Miniſter, I am under a neceſſity of 
declaring the whole will of God, however 


hard it may preſs on thoſe who are guilty 


of tranſgrefling 1 it. 


My requeſt 1 is, that you will ſtrive to lay 


aſide your prejudices, at leaſt while you are 


hearing me; nor can you, I think, refuſe 
me this, when I aſſure you, that I have no 
particular perſon in my thoughts or aim 
wunden chis diſcourſe. 
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What is it to me, whether you are guilty 
of the practice condemned, or not? It is 
no concern of mine, any further than as it 


is right or wrong; in diſtinguiſhing theſe 
lies my province; and fo to diſtinguiſh 
them, that you may purſue the one, and 
avoid the other, is my heart's deſire; for I 
long to meet you all hereafter ſeated i in the 


„ houſe of many manſions,” with each of. 
you a crown. of glory on his head: and this: 


is equally my deſire and endeavor, whether 


I make known to you the Terrors of the: 


Lord, or whether 1 beſeech you by his- 


Mere "0 


Come then, my Brethren, and let us rea- 


ſon together on rendering to the King his 
dues, I will candidly mention every excuſe 
you make for withholding them, and then 
reply to thoſe excuſes, one by one; either, 

firſt, From the Reaſon of the thing or, 


fecondly, From the authority of Scripture. 


And firſt, F rom the Wale of the thing. 


As common an excuſe as any ariſes from 


this queſtion, « What right has the King 0. 
„ ttibute :?“ 8 
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which is the King, is attended with large 
demands, on a variety of occaſions, for the 


ſuitable eſtabliſhment of the King's Majeſty, 
his houſhold, the great Officers of State, 
and other the inferior Officers; all of whom 


giving up much of their care and time for 
the public welfare, are intitled to a proper 
maintenance and reward: further ſupplies 
are neceſſary, for the defence of the State, 


againſt rebellious Subzects at home, and 


enemies abroad. Now theſe demands muſt 


be diſcharged by ſome; and by whom ſo 
reaſonably, as by thoſe who enjoy the be- 


ne fits of Government? 

Let me aſk then, Do you 8 its bene- 
fits; for if you do, it follows that you are 
to ſupply a part towards its expences? Now 


the ſafety of your perſon and property is 
iügtirely owing to the wiſdom of Govern- 


ment; and whence beſides can you have any 


Walen when you are Injured 1 in either ? 


It it were not for the protection it ede 
you would have nothing you could call your 
own; for what you had, would fall a preß 
to the next more powerful Neighbor ; and 
you would ciner be challenged to aſ- 

ſert 


1 anſwer Government, at the bed of 


So. as: L —ùU ae 


r ůͤ me 7. , ̃ . ES LL LEY 
s x 1 


ware e 


ſert your rights, at ks: expence of peace, 2 


bleodihed, and life itſelf, e 


This ſhort account of what would 1 on 
a ſuppoſition that you could have no redreſs 
from the State in caſe of Injuries, is by no 
means exaggerated: you may find ample | 
authority for it in the accounts of the early 
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ages, wherein civil Government was not 


eſtabliſned, and in the modern ones of thoſe 
countries, which, unhappily for the Na- 
tives, have no ſettled plan of Government 
at this day. Admirably as our own laws 


are contrived to ſecure the peaceful poſſeſ- 


ſion of whatever we hold dear, they are not 
efficacious enough to prevent daily inſtances 
of wrong and robbery, what then would be 
the conſequence if there were no laws, no 


Government at all * * 


But as all good things are attended with | 
ſome coſt, it would be unreaſonable to ex- 
pect the good that accrues from Govern- 


ment without it; and to think of the coſt, 


and not at the ſame time of the manifold 
bleſſings of Government, (among which the 
tree exefciſe of our holy Religion, without 
fear of perſecution by fire and ſword, is an 


invaluable one) muſt be deemed very un- 
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fair. View the ſubject in this light, when 
the payment of Tribute occurs to you, and 
you will pay your proportion without a mur- 


mur: but becauſe through ſelfiſhneſs, and 


for want of a public ſpirit; it is to be feared 

that many would not, you are gently com- 
pelled to it by a duty laid on certain com- 
modities ufed in the family, which duty as 
often as you evade, by purchaſing Ru x- 


Goops, yqu wrong the public body, (to 
which Government may be compared) and 


inſtead of doing what you can towards 


ſtrengthening her Conſtitution, 'as becomes 


good citizens, you. fly in her face, and by 


withholding the proper nouriſhment, Balten 
her diſſdlution. 


Convinced of the reaſonableneſs of what 
is urged, you cannot help yielding a little. 


You ſay « you are willing to pay ſome tri- 


<« bute, and really do, for that you only 
<«' ſmuggle one or two articles, purchaſing 
« the reſt in a fair manner; ſo that on the 
„ whole you pay Tribute enough.” 


Brethren ! Conſider what would be the 


conſequence if every Man was left to de- 
termine what is enough. In contributions 
of this fort, the proportion muſt be fixed 
by authority, or there would be no propor- 
f tion. 


1 11 7 


tion.—And if you allow the wothority off 


Government in impoſing any Tribute, you L 


mult leave the quantity to be decided by 
the ſame authority, for fear of worſe con- 
ſequences if you did not; nor in the queſ- 
tion before us is there any great occaſion for 
finding fault, ſince thoſe who conſume moſt 
of the articles on which a duty. is laid, con- 


tribute moſt, which ſeems to be as juſt a: 


propertion as "0p ——— can be ee 


Lou ſay, that « What few e things 
« you buy, cannot affect the State.” This is 
Juſt what a multitude of Individuals, up 
and down the land, plead in their behalf 
as well as you, and all of you together keep- 
back a ſum every year, which it would ſur- 
priſe you to hear. | 


It may be worth while to remind you, 
that while you are defrauding the King, you 
are injuring not only him, but your Fellow- 
ſubjects allo, who muſt make up the de- 
ficiencies occaſioned by your fraud, ſome 
other way; and, on this account, be bur- 
thened with other Taxes: — for though I 
pretend not to underftand the Revenues of 
the State, I may venture to aſſert, that if 

1 e N the 


n?) 
hb day of all the Commodities uſed in 
Great - Britain was faithfully paid, there 
' would be no occaſion for ſo high a duty as 
is at 5 laid on ſome of the neceſſaries 
of life. 


Let me remind you alſo of the injury you 
do to the fair Trader; who may, perhaps, 


be brought to the neceſſity of ſhutting up 


his ſhop for want of that Cuſtom which 
would fall to him in courſe, if it were not 


for the unlawful trade you TOP to ſupport 


l elſewhere. 


The childiſh pretence, that & if you do 
* not. buy Run-Goops, others will; and, 
te that_the Sea-coaſt will yet rm with 


* people who get their bread by it;“ is 
hardly worth a reply. 


Are you to anſwer at the ade de 


of Chriſt each of you for yourſelves, or for 


others? If for e e ſee to it that you 
are able to clear yourſelves; but how ſhall 
that- ever be, while your excuſe for the 
practice of any thing wrong is, Others 
* will do it, if we do not.” A little know- 
ledge of the world muſt ſurely convince 


you, that the multitude are always wrong; 
and if you follow them in doing wrong. 


Jl 
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3 W ' 
you muſt periſh with them. It is true that 
evil will come, whether you are guilty or 
not; but mark what nh n Wo be to 
* him by whom the evil cometh.” 

1 proceed now to plead the apology, 


which always iſſues from the mouth of 


Luxury, or the heart of Covetouſneſs. If 
“ we go to the ſhops, we mult have worſe 
« in quality, and leſs in quantity, than we 


can get elſewhere for the ſame money.” 


| The Goods that pay Duty muſt certainly 
come at a higher price than thoſe that do 


not :—but that price is undoubtedly kept 
up in part by yourſelves; for a quick re- 
turn in any article enables the Shop-keeper 


to ſell it for a lower profit. But by the ſame 
fort of reaſoning on which your excuſe is - 
founded, thoſe who cannot afford to buy as 


good things as you do of the Smuggler, L 


ſhould take to the highway for a purſe of 


money, and then for a time they would be 


able to live as well, and buy as good things 
as you do. The crime of the latter is un- 


doubtedly more flagrant, but both proceed 
from the ſame corrupt principle; for, in or- 


der to fare the better, you rob a public body, 
and, for the ſame reaſon, your poorer Neigh- 


bors rob a private one. Brethren ! for a 


man 
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the duty of alt the Commodities uſed in 
Great - Britain was faithfully paid, there 
would be no occaſion for ſo high a duty as 
is at preſent laid on ſome of the neceſſaries 


of life. 


Let me remind you alſo of the injury you 


do to the fair Trader; who may, perhaps, 


be brought to the neceſſity of ſhutting up 
his ſhop for want of that Cuſtom which 


would fall to him in courſe, if it were not 


for the unlawful'trade you Kae to Suu 5 
elſewhere. 


The childiſh pretence, tliat « if you do 
4 not. buy Run-Goops, others will; and, 


« that the Sea-coaſt will yet farm. with 


4 people who get their bread by it;“ is 
hardly worth a reply. 


Are you to anfwer at the judgment-ſeat 
of Chriſt each of you for yourſelves, or for 
others? If for yourſelves, ſee to it that you 

are able to clear yourſelves; but how ſhall 


that ever be, while your excuſe for the 
practice of any thing wrong is, „Others 


« will do it, if we do not.” A little know- 

| ledge of the world muſt ſurely convince 
| you, that the multitude are always wrong; 
and if you follow them in doing wrong, 


you 
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you muſt periſh with them. It is true that 


] 

: evil will come, whether you are guilty or 

3 not; but mark what vn „* Wo be to 

8 * him by whom the evil comet.“ 

1 proceed now to plead the apology, 

" which always iſſues from the mouth of 

Luxury, or the heart of Covetouſneſs. If 

3 < we go to the ſhops, we mult have worſe 

n | « in quality, and leſs in quantity, than we 

Þ 4 can get elſewhere for the ſame money.“ 

„ The Goods that pay Duty muſt certainly 
come at a higher price than thoſe that do 
not: — but that price is undoubtedly kept 

40 up in part by yourſelves; for a quick re- 

95 turn in any article enables the Shop-keeper 

* to ſell it for a lower profit. But by the ſame 
2 ſort of reaſoning on which your excuſe is 

founded, thoſe who cannot afford to buy as 

e good things as you do of the Smuggler, 
for ſhould take to the highway for a purſe of | 
you money, and then for a time they would be 
nall able to live as well, and buy as good things 
the as you do. The crime of the latter is un- 
hers | doubtedly more flagrant, but both proceed 

OW- from the ſame corrupt principle; for, in or- 

Ince der to fare the better, you rob a public body, | 

ng; and, for the ſame reaſon, your poorer Neigh-_ | 

oNgs bors rob a private one, Brethren! fora | 


you. png | man 
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and raiment as is proportioned to the ſub- 
ſtance with which God hath endowed him, 
is a noble attainment z and whoſoever hath 


of The wiſe King of Iſrael: * Better is a din- 


5 than a ſtalled ox, and unrighteous deal- 
= „ing therewith. 2 


of perſons; firſt, Thoſe who are prompted 


a fair manner. Say then, my Brethren! 


of foreign Tea“? Why will not your gar- 


* The ſame arguments which prove the unlawfulneſs 
of buying Ruy-Tta, L1qvors, &c. prove equally ſtrong 


cauſe they are more beautiful or elegant, is it not plain 
that' ” the Luſt of the Eye“ hath an aſcendency over us! 


Whoſe maintenance depends on the Manufactories of our 
own country, to whoſe poverty and: conſequent hard- 


illicit produce of foreign markets. May my tender- 
hearted Female Readers conſider this! 


man to be contented with ſuch ſort of food 


it, will join with me in alluſion to the words 


ner of herbs, where a good conſcience is, 


I beg leave in ils place to addreſs two ſorts 


1 by Luxury to get ſome particular articles 
dlandeſtinely, being unable to get them in 


where is the neceſſity for the frequent uſe 


dens 5 


againſt buying prohibited articles of dreſs. If we buy 
them becauſe they are cheaper than what may be legally. 
procured, . Covetouſneſs is ſurely at the bottom: if be- 


Let us reflect moreover on the numbers of Families, 


ſhips every Individual is acceſſary, who encourages the 


1 


eſs 


ng 
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E 
dens furniſh you with herbs to er the 
ſame purpoſe? But ſooner than give up 
the point, you will be guilty of a practice, 
which, from what has already been ſaid, I 
am perſuaded, you allow to be a diſhoneſt 


one. The miſchief does not end here; your 


Children and-Maid-ſervants muſt have their 
Tea too, once, if not twice, a day; and 


mark the conſequences :—your Children, as 


unable to buy Tea of the fair Trader as 


yourſelves, are brought up in the iniquity 


you have taught them; while the Servants 
marrying, and ſurrounded with a poor fa- 
mily, will rather let themſelves and their 


children want decent clothing, than go with- 


out their Tea,—This is the real ſtate of the 
caſe, and we all know inſtances of it. Let 


me intreat you then to lay the ax to the root 
of this full-grown evil, by bringing your 


appetites in ſubjection to your reaſon, and 
then you will not need to have recourſe to 


any forbidden practices for the gratification : 
of them, 


Where again is the neceſſity for ſpirituous 
Liquors ? If you are well, and only want 


| occaſional refreſhment at your work, what : 
ſo proper as a draught of the liquor whoſe 


ingredients 


{ 16 5 : 
ingredients are peculiarly the growth of our 
own Country ? If you are ill, ſpirituous Li- 
quors, I am ſure, cannot be proper; and 

by introducing them into the family, the 
Women fall into the pernicious cuſtom of 
drinking them, and what fight more un- 
ſeemly than a dram- drinking woman! 


Secondly, I addreſs myſelf to thoſe who 
have where with to purchafe theſe. articles; 
who may therefore aſk, Why they ſhould 
not partake of the comforts in their reach, 

as well as their betters? 


. — 


We pes Ge. to refuſe them to ſuch 
perſons; but intreat them to procure theſe 
articles in a fair and open manner. If you 
can afford to buy; buy at the markets, and 
ſcorn the meanneſs of F ho- 
veſty to ſave your money. 


_ Here is one of thoſe numerous e at 
the root of which is ihe love of money. Be- 

ware, my Brethren ! . of placing. your hap» 

'* piheſs in money, or money's worth; for 
4 + whoever doth, the love of God is not in 

him. Taking an unjuſt advantage in bar- 
gains, concealing the faults of what you 
want to part with, and buying Run-Goops, . 
are 


2 


1 
are each of them ſure proofs of a covetous | 
and niggardly ſpirit, | 1 


1 was going. to diſſuade you from ſmug- 
gling, by propoling to you the pleaſures 


ariſing from a conſcience void of offence 
but you may tell me, perhaps, that your 


conſcience was never hurt by it. Very like- 


Iy, and the reaſon is, you have ſuffered that 


conſcience, whoſe deciſions ought to be liſ- 
tened to with all poſſible deference, to grow 
callous ; partly, for want of conſidering the 
nature of civil Government, for the ſupport 
of which Tribute was inſtituted; and partly, 
for want of attending to the word of God, 
which is very expreſs in declaring the ob- 
ligation you lie under, to pay Tribute to 
* whom Tribute is due: from this un- 
erring authority, I am now about to prove 
that obligation, havingalready attempted it; 
by anſwering your arguments to the con- 


ah from the Rx Asox of the thing. 


T ſhall not maintain, that the following 
paſſages from Scripture are intended to im- ; 
poſe abſolute ſubjection, to whatever mea- 
ſures an arbitrary ſet of Rulers may deviſe, 
The Powers, to which the Apoſtles Paul and 
Peter ("on obedience, are deſcribed to be 
ſuch, 
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ſuch, as in the nature of their conſtitution; 
are a terror to what is evil, and patrons 


of what is good; and are to be. conſidered 


as the Miniſters of GOD, only for the pur- 


| poſes of ' ſocial welfare and public ſecurity. 


And granting this interpretation, what the 


Apoſtle urges in the thirteenth chapter of 
Romans, is indiſputably binding on all the 


Subjects of Great-Britain; for after all the 


conceſſions that can be reaſonably demanded 
by thoſe who find fault with ſome parts of 


the Exg liſb Conſtitution, aseſtabliſhed by Law; 


there is not, I ſuppoſe, on the whole, a more 
complete body of Laws and Regulations 


for the preſervation of the public welfare 


throughout the world. 


The Apoſtolic Precepts a are therefore: in- 
| er on you, my Countrymen ! 


and, in the joint name of God and the Pub- 


lic, I claim your attention, while I addreſs 
you in. the words of St Paul. 


Let every 
* ſoul be ſubject unto. the higher powers, 
for there is no power but of God; the 

1 powers that be, are ordained of God: 


* Whoſoever therefore reſiſteth the power, 


* refiſteth the ordinance of God; and they 


u that reſiſt, ſhall receive to themſelves 
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1 need not uſe many words to prove, that 
Smuggling: is one. ſort of reſiſtance: It is 
nor indeed, always open reſiſtance, neither 
is it of ſo generous a nature; but it is a 
forr which undoubtedly falls under the con- 
demnation threatened. 


® Wherefore ye muſt needs be ſubject, 
not only for wrath," that is, for fear of pu- 
niſhment, but alſo for conſcience- ſaxe. 
This verſe, I think, ſuggeſts a full anſwer 
to thoſe who excuſe their ſmuggling, by al- 
ledging their willingneſs to pay the penalty 
if they are found out; which, they think, 
icreens them from every degree of guilt z 
foraſmuch as committing an offence, and 
ſuffering the puniſhment annexed, amounts 
to the ſame with not having offended at all. 
This, indeed, ſcems as good a reply as can 
be made to one part of the Apoſtle's reaſon 
for Obedience, namely, * for wrath's ſake, a 
but it is none at all to the other, * for con- 
o ſcience ſake ;” that is, for religion's ſake ; 
for a religious principle would preſerve them 


from offending art all. 


The Apoſtle proceeds as follows: „For, 
* forthis cauſe pay ye tribute alſo: for they = 
(the higher powers) are God's Miniſters, 
8 attending continually upon this very 
* thing: 


. 
a thing: Render therefore to all their dues: 


u tribute to whom tribute 1 is due; cuſtom to 
* whom cuſtom,” 


It may probably be ſaid, « That ſome of 
«* our ruling men are ſo far from attending 
<« continually to the duties of their ſtation, 
< that they are only ſtriving to enrich them- 
« ſelvesand their dependents, at the expence 
of the Public.” I reply: If the public 
money hath in ſome inſtances, (the particu- 
lars of which we know not) been made too 
free withal; if our Superiors have in ſome 
inſtances, not acted ſo conſcientiouſly as be- | 
comes thoſe who are the Miniſters of God 
* for. good,” to the Nation, you are not 
thefefore excuſable ſor ſmuggling; which, 
carried on as: it is in a clandeſtine manner, 
and fearful of the light, always proceeds 
from one or other of thoſe ſelfiſh motives 
Expoſed above, Luxury or Covetouſneſs: 


Lou do not pretend to ſmuggle on pa- 
triotic principles, from the real love of your 
Country, and an upright prudent zeal to 
Put the affairs of the Nation on a better 
footing : It will be time enough to ſhew you 
that ſmuggling is an improper way of teſ- 
tifying your diſapprobation of public mea- 


| Lures, when you make this your pretence: 
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in the mean time, give me leave to tell you; 
that the private character of Rulers "54 no- 


thing to do in the preſent caſe; for if it 
had, our Lord would not probably have 
acquieſced ſo readily in paying tribute to 


an irreligious Heathen Emperor; nor would 


the apoſtles have enjoined their converts 


to obſerve it, towards a Prince who was 
emphatically ſtiled. The ScourGs of 


Mankind.“ If we hear not every wrong 


that is done by the higher powers, we hear 
much that was never done: And if you be- 


lieve what you read in the News- papers, you 


give credit to numberleſs falſe and inflam- 
matory. paragraphs, which are calculated 


only to miſlead, and to make you diſſatiſ- 
fied with an Adminiſtration, for which, on 


| the whole, we are bound to give thanks 


| unto that God, * by whom Kings reign and 
Princes decree juſtice.“ | 


I am not aware of any more l for 


the crime of evading the payment of Tri- 


bute, than what I have now attempted to 


| filence. I ſhall be glad to find what I have 


advanced effectual, in putting a ſtop to it in 
a ſingle inſtance; but, if not, I have the 
ſatisfaction to be conſcious of having done 
my duty, in admoniſhing you of your guilt, 
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which henceforth will be attended with ag: 
gravating circumſtances. _ 
There are, I doubt not, ſome arent, 
Men! in other reſpects, who have fallen into 
the above practice; whoſe apology for it 
is ſome ſuch as this, that they never 
<< ſuſpected the guilt of it before, having 
< been brought up in it among relations 
<« and friends, of whom N had the beſt 

* opinion.“ 

Brethren! if any rh you have this 8 | 
to make, every candid perſon chearfully ac- }| 
quits you for what is paſt ;. but it muſt be | 
expected from you to forſake this crime for 


the time to come, or we ſhall make no I 

feruple to call your uprightneſs 1 in queſtion; br 
warning you of that tribunal, - at whoſe im- * 

| partial bar you muſt hereafter ſtand, as men tk 
of a diſhoneſt principle, partakers of' the 2 

condemnation which is threatened to thoſe * 

who reſiſt the ordinances of O DPD. * 

If there be here any ſo little taught in * 


Fu. School of Chriſtianity as to plead, „It | | 
« is fo ſmall a ſin, that to be ſure: God's 


„ mercy will paſs it by, if we are guilty. of 


nothing worſe:” I reply to ſuch in the he 
following terms; Your allowing yourſelves | 
in the habitual commiſſion of any known ſin, 70 
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under the pretence of its being but a ſmall 


one, is a ſure evidence that, as yet, you are not 
ſincere Chriſtians; and I think myſelf autho- 


rized by the word of God, to declare unto 5 
you, that if you continue as wilfully ignorant 


of the nature of Sin, and of your obligation 
to practiſe univerſal Righteouſneſs, as you 
are at preſent, you cannot enter the king- 


dom of Heaven. Every ſin is the tranſ- 


greſſion of the Law of a jealous God, who 
hath pronounced the ſentence of death on 


e 1 
Here, methinks, I am interrupted by 


Pang who ſay, But he is a merciful God.“ 
Truly He is; or Why hath He ſpared you 
and me for repentance thus long !— But 


there is no intimation of mercy throughout 
the Goſpel of Chriſt; for thoſe who con- 
tinue in any known ſin, under the deceitful 
notion of its being but a little one. Mercy 


is for the Penitent, and not for the Rebel 


who denies or palliates his guilt, while he 


lives in the wilful tranſgreſſion of any of 


the commandments of God. 


In confirmation of what I aſſert on this 
head, which may appear to ſome to be 


making the trait gate yet ſtraiter, I refer 
you to our Lord's own words, recorded by 


St. 
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St. Matthew; * Whoſaever ſhall break ons: 
. ® of theſe leaſt commandments, and ſhall 


than the authority of God's word for the 
direction of any part of his conduct. May 
ſuch among you, conſidering what has been 
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Tak, 


teach men ſo, he ſhall be called the leaft 


© in the Kingdom of Heaven ;* which, ac- 


cording to the meaning of the phraſe in 
that place, ſignifies, .* He. ſhall not enter 


« the Kingdom of Glory hereafter,” 


The eſtabliſhed Chriſtian, needs no 3 


ſaid, continue ſtedfaſt in your averſion from 
every practice ſo inconſiſtent with your pro- 


feſſion, as that which has riow been Judi- 
cially condemned. May you uſe your influ- 
| Wor; as far 

the integrity of all parts of your behaviour 


$ it extends, to-diſcourage that 
r work of darkneſs; and by 


reſpecting the community, as well as pri- 


vate life, convince others, that while you 


aſpire to be Citizens of Heaven, you ** 


not to be good Citizens on Earth! 


